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BY MICHAEL BROWN

Editor

PROVIDENCE — The March for

Life in Washington was unforget-

table, especially for the many

young people who attended, said

Carol Owens, diocesan Respect Life

coordinator.

“It’s like you’re at a revival,” she

said of the prayer service for young

people at the Verizon Center in

Washington hours before the annu-

al march. “The organizers really go

out of their way to include the

young people.”

Owens and Kristin Caproni, a

parish education specialist with the

Respect Life office, each led a bus-

load of pro-lifers Jan. 21 from Prov-

idence, traveling through the night

to the Youth Rally and Mass at the

Verizon Center and the march the

next day. Arriving back in Rhode Is-

land almost 28 hours after depart-

ing, Owens said the trip was tiring

but deeply satisfying.

“There was some discomfort, but

that was part of the sacrifice offered

up by the people making the trip,”

Owens said.

Most of those people were young

people - members of local youth

groups and students from local

high schools, Owens said. Of the

114 passengers on the two diocesan

buses, 74 were under the age of 18.

“They were exuberant. They were

excited,” Owens said. “They kept

repeating ‘Save the babies. Save the

babies.’”
The march itself seemed more

disorganized this year than in pre-

vious years, she said. Even though

her group was not far from where

the speakers were, “it was hard to

hear what they were saying.”

BY E. LYNN ASCOLI

Staff writer

PROVIDENCE - Frigid temperatures prevailed

during the annual R.I. State Right to Life Pro-Life

Rally at the State House on Jan. 25, but the en-

couraging messages that the crowd received

warmed their hearts.

Dr. Alveda King, the rally’s main speaker,

whetted the enthusiasm of the audience with

her own excitement. She told of the absurdity of

bigotry, portrayed best  by television  character

“Archie Bunker,”  when in an episode, he want-

ed a “reverse transfusion” after receiving the

blood of his black neighbor, “George Jefferson.”

She assured the crowd that people of all races

are loved equally by God. “We are all members of

the human race,” she said, and aliens “are found

in movies like Star Trek.” 

King’s simple message was of peace, love and

protection of the baby in the womb. “We should

all love each other; God made all people.”

“Pray for peace,” she urged those present.

And, when praying, remember that “the greatest

war in America is being waged in the womb

where 40 million-plus have died.”

The niece of the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,

civil rights activist and author, said killing babies

violates “their right to life, liberty and the pursuit

of happiness” and has “unleashed a spirit of

murder.”

King said that she recommitted her life to Je-

sus Christ and became pro-life after she had two

abortions and one miscarriage. The first abor-

tion, she said, was performed by a doctor with-

out her knowledge. The second occurred after

the father of the baby refused to support her and

Visitor photo by E. Lynn Ascoli

DREAMS LIVE Dr. Alveda King, niece of the late civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., offers a message of hope to those

attending a pro-life rally at the R.I. State House Jan. 25.

Warm hearts beat cold weather

See HEARTS, page 8

Washington March for Life was ‘like a revival’

See REVIVAL, page 9
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Dr. Alveda King rallies the crowd with messages of love, race and life
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MIAMI — Catholic school uni-forms are downright fashionable these days and especially comfort-able.
The knee-length skirts and knee-high socks of olden days — not to mention shoes that resembled orthopedic devices — have given way to polo shirts, khaki pants and brand-name Skechers. 

Boys and girls in some arch-

diocesan high schools may even wear shorts if they want to be cool.
But coolness does not extend to tattoos, nose rings, gold teeth, goa-tees or guys wearing earrings — is-sues our parents and teachers never envisioned. 

Most students are happy about the new styles, but they are still teenagers. Rebellion and creativity are their favorite subjects. So the uniform wars continue on different fronts. 

While the nuns of old measured whether skirt hems rose higher than 2 inches above the knee, ad-ministrators of today worry about pants that dip below the waist and undershirts that bear offensive lan-guage. 
Disposable razors and shaving cream sit in school offices, awaiting guys with mustache fuzz and rag-gedy sideburns.

Cellular phones are an issue, too: when to use them, when to lose them. 
Administrators try to pick their battles, avoiding those they cannot win and outsmarting the kids on others.

Skirts, for example, are a thing of the past.
“Thank God,” said Sister Sheila Foy, principal of the all-girls Our Lady of Lourdes Academy in South 

FLORIDA CATHOLIC PHOTO BY MARLENE QUARONI

Pace High School juniors Alexa Mendez, 16, and Albert Navarro, 16, chat in a hallway at Pace High School.

The uniform warsThe battles in Catholic schools today are not over skirt and hair length, but about untucked shirts, facial hair and, yes, boys’ earrings

PLEASE SEE UNIFORMS, A27

MY DEAR FRIENDS,
How do you like the new look?As you can see, the Florida Cath-olic has undergone a redesign. With this edition, it also resumes weekly publication after a hiatus of nearly three years.

That is good news indeed for all our faithful readers, who use the newspaper to stay informed about events related to their faith — from the local parish groundbreaking to the pope’s latest encyclical. 
The new tagline — “Your Faith. Your Life. Your Community” — 

states outright 
what the news-
paper has been 
trying to do for 
many years: help 
Florida’s Catho-
lics connect their 
faith to their daily 
lives. 

T h a t  c o n -
nection is more 
evident now that 
the catchphrase, 
“Of Miami …” is 
prominently dis-played on the front page.

Although the Florida Catholic is a statewide newspaper, serving six of Florida’s seven dioceses, it publishes “zoned” editions, which means the local news is different for each diocese. 
State, national and international news, as well as editorial and opin-ion pages, are the same for every-one. 

This redesign has been in the works for six months and its goal is to make the paper more readable and relevant — not just in cosmetic terms (typography and layout) but most especially in the types of sto-ries covered and the way in which they are covered. The goal is to make “your faith, your life, your community” come alive for you each week in the pages of the Flor-ida Catholic.
In the next few weeks, you will see plenty of Florida Catholic news-papers in your parish. I invite you to 

Change is 
‘good news’

PLEASE SEE CHANGE, A4

See sample dress code rules, A27

INSIDE: Despite tragedy, Amish live their faith A4
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By HENRIETTA GOMESCatholic Herald Staff

Two pregnancies, two abortions, no 
children — at least on earth.These are the facts for “Maria,” a life-

long Catholic and parishioner of the 
Arlington Diocese. “I had always wanted to be a moth-

er and I could not have imagined that 
I would ever do such a thing,” Maria 
said about her abortions. “I really lost a 
sense of who I was.”Instead of motherhood, Maria, 

whose name has been changed to pro-
tect her privacy, never married, and 30 
years after aborting her two children 
she is surrounded by friends and family 
who are parents and grandparents.

“Deep in my heart I know that some-
thing is missing,” she said.Young, unmarried and terrified 

when she got pregnant “there was no 
place to turn to. I had a sense of being 
completely alone,” Maria said. 

This is no longer the case.Since 1991, women in crisis preg-
nancy situations have been able to turn 
to Gabriel Project, a parish-based crisis 
pregnancy program named after the 
Angel Gabriel who announced Mary’s 
unexpected pregnancy by telling her 
to rejoice and not to be afraid. Gabriel 
Project has been active in the Arlington 
Diocese since Mother’s Day 2002. In the 
last five years it has expanded to 18 par-
ishes and one diocesan high school. 

St. Raymond of Penafort Parish in 
Springfield started up the most recent 
program last weekend with “Gabriel 
Project Sunday,” a weekend-long infor-
mation blitz meant to get the word out 

to women in need and to attract volun-
teers.  

Father James Gould, pastor, said he 
intends to make Gabriel Project one of 
the main focuses of St. Raymond’s Re-
spect Life Committee this year. 

The ideal parish formation is aca-
demic, social and spiritual, Father 
Gould said. Gabriel Project “grants us 
an apostolic reach into the hearts and 
souls of others.”According to the Alan Guttmacher 

Institute, four in 10 pregnancies are 
aborted and 1.31 million abortions are 
performed in the United States each 
year. Gabriel Project’s mission is to re-
duce that number. Abortion “just does so much dam-

age,” said Judy Baltas, Gabriel Project 
coordinator at St. Raymond. “The right 
information isn’t out there.” Because Baltas’ husband, Eric, and 

2-year-old son, Ethan, are both adopt-
ed, she said that she feels very strongly 
called to give back to her community in 
this way. Though the parish had Project 
Rachel, the post-abortion healing min-
istry, there was no program for preg-
nant women looking for options during 
pregnancy. Baltas changed that.

“I hope moms increasingly will be 
able to come to us and ask questions, 
and get the information they need and 
the resources they need without feel-
ing ashamed,” she said. “The more in-
formation about crisis pregnancies we 
can get out there, the better.”Training for volunteers, called “Ga-

briel Angels,” who work with the ex-
pectant mothers will be held June 16 at 
the parish.

Henrietta Gomes of the Catholic Herald

Barbara Mertens, a parishioner of St. Raymond of Penafort Church in Springfield, signs 

up to be a volunteer with the parish’s new chapter of Gabriel Project after Mass last 

weekend.

Help without shame Pregnant women in need can turn to the Gabriel Project in their parish 
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By pablo a. sierra-Carmona

Editor-in-ChiEf

The Greyhounds are known 

for being robust canines, but 

they’ve got nothing on the hu-

man Greyhounds— that is, the 

very own Assumption Student 

Body and administration. 

After nearly 3 feet of  snow, the 

Hounds woke up on Wednes-

day, January 28, to a winter 

wonderland.
 On Monday, January 26, 

Assumption cancelled classes 

that started after 1 p.m. and 

college offices remained open 

until 4 p.m. In an email sent 

out to the AC Community, it 

stressed the importance of  

safe travels for all of  those 

who were leaving the campus; 

but it also provided tips for 

the students who remained on 

campus. The power, however, 

due to the light snow, stayed 

on throughout the storm.

Emails were sent out to stu-

dents emphasizing that cars 

should be moved to the bottom 

lot garages across the Testa 

and the Living Learning Cen-

ter buildings. However, due to 

the small number of  parking 

spots available, many students 

were left without being able to 

park in the underground lots. 

So, Campus Police authorized 

students to park in the Valley 

and Hill parking lots.

To ensure safety, the College 

sent out emails, text mes-

sages and calls to students and 

their parents with updates on 

the storm. The roads were a 

concern for College officials, 

so there was an driving ban 

at 9 p.m. on the Assumption 

grounds. The on-campus driv-

ing ban was lifted at around 3 

p.m. on Wednesday.

Besides the diligent work 

from College officials, the 

Student Body that remained 

on campus still enjoyed their 

days off. Many went outside 

and jumped on snow banks, 

made snow forts and cheer-

fully threw snowballs. Some 

brought a canoe to the Six 

Men lawn and took pictures 

on it. Others remained inside 

and bonded with their friends 

over card games and movies.

“My roommate and I had 

some of  our friends stay over 

in our room, so we sort of  had 

a slumber party. There was an 

awful lot of  Netflix,” said first-

year student Caitlin Pearson. 

“Making the trek down to 

Taylor from Hanrahan was 

certainly interesting; I almost 

blew away a few times.”

“We had a great time 

playing football outside in 

the snow,” said junior Cody 

Forbes. “When we were inside, 

we enjoyed playing video 

games and watching movies.”

“Good thing I like my 

roommates since we’ve been 

trapped together the past 

three days in our room,” said 

senior Courtney Woods.

Students commended the 

administration for keeping 

them in the loop.

“I’m really proud about 

how our campus handled it,” 

said senior Elizabeth Coogan. 

“They definitely informed us 

very well. I’m really proud 

about how administration let 

the students know what to do 

and where to go.”

Assumption resumed 

classes on Thursday.

Pablo A. Sierra-Carmona, a 

senior, studies economics. He is 

Editor-in-Chief  of  Le Provo-

cateur.
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Fun in the sun? Fun in the snow.Rome Campus 
among best 
study abroad 
programs

By Elizabeth Eastwood

Staff WrittEr

On Friday, January 30, five young men 

from Clark University, The College of  

The Holy Cross, Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute, Becker College and Assumption 

College competed for the coveted title of  

Mr. Worcester. Throughout the evening, 

the crowd was entertained by the talented 

and engaging contestants.

From Clark, Declan Grant entertained 

the audience with his stand up comedy 

and left the audience hanging with a 

knock-knock joke. He mentioned his 

friend, James Grant, as a Worcester ce-

lebrity and thanked him for making Clark 

the school for him and familiarizing him 

with the city.
Holy Cross’ contestant, Nate Chung, 

sang and performed an original piece on 

guitar. Chung charmed the audience by 

sharing his most embarrassing moment–

walking around with a toilet paper tail. 

He also told us if  he were to date a girl 

outside of  Holy Cross, “he would choose a 

girl from Clark.”
WPI’s contestant, Lucas McLaughlin, 

enticed us with his dashing smile and 

flashy bow tie. He brought us back as he 

sang and played the guitar to the song 

“Boston” originally by Augustana, which 

he personalized by singing Worcester in 

place of  Boston. 
Becker’s very own Ian Varney swept 

the crowd off their feet with his talent 

of  juggling. He also recalled his favorite 

children’s book, “Goodnight Moon” and 

shared with us an important lesson: 

“learning to say goodnight and goodbye 

as life moves on.” When asked what type 

of  dog he would be, Varney answered, a 

“Maned wolf” because “it is not a wolf  

and not a fox.” 
Finally, Assumption’s very own, An-

thony Iannone, was next to compete for 

the title of  Mr. Worcester. He performed 

the “evolution of  dance” representing 

And the winner is...

Anthony Iannonne!

By molly sweeney
SportS Editor

It was announced on Thurs-

day, January 22, that Best 

College Reviews has named As-

sumption’s Rome Campus one 

of  the 10 “best study abroad 

programs in America.” The 

Rome Campus is in its third 

year and each semester, more 

and more students register to 

attend. 
In a press release from the 

College, President Francesco 

Cesareo said that Assumption 

being recognized was an honor. 

“It is an honor to have 

Assumption’s Rome campus 

nationally recognized as one of  

the best study abroad pro-

grams in the United States in 

only its second year of  opera-

tion, “ he said. 
This past December , an an-

nouncement  was made, stating 

that the $1,000 study abroad fee 

would be waived for students 

who choose to enroll at the 

Assumption Rome Campus. 

One of  the few additional costs, 

according to the College, would 

be the airfare to Rome. This 

means that the opportunity 

to travel to Florence, amongst 

other excursions, is included in 

one’s tuition. 
The Rome Campus can be 

found on the property of  the 

Augustinians of  the Assump-

tion, the religious order that 

founded Assumption. As-

sumption’s very own faculty 

members have the opportunity 

to travel and teach classes in 

Rome. The campus is walk-

ing distance from St. Peter’s 

Basilica, as well as many other 

well-known sites in Rome.

Courses offered at the Rome 

Campus allow students to be-

come immersed in the Italian 

culture and all that Rome has 

to offer. 
“Our students experience 

Rome and all of  Italy as part 

of  a learning community—liv-

ing, studying and traveling 

together, enjoying a transfor-

mative adventure as they grow 

both personally and intellectu-

ally,” said Cesareo in the press 

release. “They can stand where 

the classical liberal arts tradi-

tion was born and influenced 

the development of  Western 

Civilization.”
The experiences that Ce-

sareo discusses are part of  

the reason why Best College 

See RomE Campus, p. 4
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anthony iannonne’s dancing through the ages 

performance was a “definite crowd pleaser.”

Mr. Greyhound grabs Mr. Worcester title

Acclaim earned 

after only two years 

of operation
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seniors nicole Breault (left) and Courtney Woods (right) shoveling a car in the Valley parking lot.

Feet of snow didn’t 

stop the Hounds 

from having fun

Creative Circle is one of the nation’s leading media design, web 
development and consulting firms. With our roots in 25 years of 
consulting for more than 350 media clients on three continents, we’ve 
set out to create the next generation of web software for media 
companies. And we have new concepts that work for content and for 
print. We’ve worked with dozens of Catholic publications and web sites, 
helping each one become significantly better.

Revitalize your mission
Print redesigns • Better web sites • New revenue • Training

• We know your challenges are many
• Circulation and readership are a fraction of what you’d like 
• Younger readers are elusive
• You need to connect with all your Catholic communities: the schools, 
the clergy, the Catholic agencies, busy parents  
• Revenue is down and in need of a boost 
• Your staff needs training — on technology, photography, writing, 
reporting 
• Your print edition needs a design and content update 
• And your web site is limited, complicated and needs an update 

“Creative Circle helped the Florida 
Catholic newspaper recreate itself 
with more than just a new look . . .  
they helped train our staff to look at 
better ways to find stories, do better 
interviews, take better pictures, lay 
out pages, all to better draw readers 
into the newspaper.”

	 Christopher Gunty, Associate Publisher, 
The Florida Catholic

“They not only helped us redesign 
our print edition and web site, but 
enabled us to improve the overall 
quality. The feedback we received 
from our readers after our launch 
was overwhelmingly positive. We now 
approach each week’s issue with new 
energy and excitement.”
Michael Flach, Editor,  
The Arlington Catholic Herald

• Relax. We can change the dynamic.  
   And for a flat-rate price.

• You need a plan, advice, support, help!

“The students were impressed 
with the patience and dedication 
of the Creative Circle staff to the 
students and redesign project.”
Michael Guilfoyle, executive director of 
communications, Assumption College

Energize your web site, your print publication,  
your staff or your business plan. Or upgrade them all  
with a comprehensive, dramatic improvement for  
all your diocesan communications!



Our best deals ever!

We offer a full range of other support services, too!
We can also help with print ad design training and 
digital ad sales blitzes. We offer high-end creative 
outsourcing for special projects, like books, glossy 
magazines and marketing campaigns. And we can 
provide the industry’s most affordable editorial 

production system to help you produce your print 
publications and automate posting content to your web 
site. Our pay wall, classified and marketplace platforms 
work wth any site, not just our web CMS, and can be 
purchased separately.

Energized web site
This includes a custom design and the most flexible, 
easiest-to-learn web platform in the industry. 
Completely non-technical, our training session for our 
web software takes less than an hour. But this is a 
powerful, publishing web platform built exclusively for 
newspapers. It handles stories, maps, video, graphics, 
PDFs, photo galleries, e-editions, Word and Excel docs, 

audio files and more. This includes classifieds and the 
ability to put your print display ads online and give 
them enhanced displays and SEO. You get a powerful 
ad server, ongoing consulting support and detailed 
analytics. We provide unlimited, free, live training; free 
upgrades; and outstanding support 24/7. 
$1,950 and $395 per month. 

Print redesign
Includes one on-site visit (expenses included) to meet the 
team and learn about your market and workflows.  
A comprehensive redesign of the print newspaper. 
Consulting help on generating more money, improving 
content and distribution strategy. Five staff-wide 

workshops to help improve photos, headlines and writing. 
Helpful, detailed stylebook, new templates and libraries 
all built for you and customized to your needs. Your 
readers, your staff and your Bishop will love what we do! 
$9,750 paid in five equal monthly installments.

Special discount if you do web and print: $9,995 plus $395/month – a savings of $1,705!

945 Waterman Ave., East Providence, RI 02915 •  401-455-1555  • www.creativecirclemedia.com
Call Bill at (401) 455-1555, or e-mail bill@creativecirclemedia.com

DON’T DELAY!
This offer 

expires Oct. 1


